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A full-scale Senate investigation of alleged domestic 
spying and misconduct by the CIA, FBI and other U.S. 
intelligence agencies seemed assured yesterday, as the 
caucus of all Senate Democrats voted 45 to 7 to create 
a select investigating committee with broad power and 



a budget of $750’000. 

The new committee will he" 
similar in scope and power to | 
the ^ Ervin committee, which ] 
investigated the Watergate j 
scandal and other abuses dur- 
ing the Nixon administration. 

The overwhelming margin 
was a victory for Democratic ! 
liberals and younger senators ! 
. who feared that the CIA inves- 
„ tigation wouldn’t be vigor- 
ously-pressed by old-line com- 
, mittees like Armed Services 
and Appropriations, which 
have! exercised supervision 
over CIA up to. now. As "a re- 
sult, several argued, the public 
wouldn’t be satisfied that the 
alleged abuses, with their im- 
plicit threat of an encroaching 
police state, had been investi- 
gated adequately and correct 
tive steps taken. ■ 

Armed Services Ca'mmittee 
Chairman John C. Stennis (D- 
Miss.) and Appropriations 
Committee Chairman John L. 
McClellan (D-Ark.) both told 
the caucus they wouldn’t serve 
as chairman, thus clearing the 
way for eventual appointment 
of a chairman without previ- 
ous supervisory responsibility 
over CIA operations. 

John O. Pastore (D-R.I.), au- 
thor of the proposal to set up 
a select committee drawn 
from the Senate, as a whole, 
without a requirement that 
Armed Services and Appropri- 
ations be represented, also de- 
clined to be considered for 
I chairman. 



-:v , 

-42fhe new committee . will 
have :a Democratic chairman 
and 7 to 11 members. Majority 
Leader Mike Mansfield (D- 
Mjont.) and Republican Leader 
Hugh Scott (R-Pa.) are to work 
out the details and name the 
member’s, subject to Senate 
ratification. 

Mansfield said he hopes all 
details can be ironed out by 
the end of this week. He gave 
no indication of who might be- 
come chairman, but several 
Democratic senators men- 
tioned Frank . Church (D- 
Idaho), Philip A. Hart (D- 
Mich.) and Birch Bayh (D-Ind.) 
as possibilities. 

The caucus resolution calls 
for the new committee to re. 
pbrt its findings arid recom- 
mendations for corrective ac- 
tion by Sept. 1. 

Creation of the committee 
was spurred by accusations 
that the CIA had violated its 
charter and conducted spying 
against American citizens on 
American soil, instead of re- 
stricting its operations to over- 
seas, and that the FBI had 
dossiers on Mansfield, House 
Speaker Carl Albert (D-Oklaj 
and other members of Con- 
gress. . 

Meanwhile, former CIA Di- 
rector Richard Helms ap- 
peared again before the Presi- 
dent's commission on CIA do- 

See SENATE, A8. Col. 1 
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John A. McCone, former Director of Central Intelligence, 
getting ready to go out into the snowstorm in Washing- 
ton yesterday after testifying before the commission 
k;;: looking into domestic activities of the C.I.A. 





coming Senate investigation 
and the Rockefeller , commis- 
sion’s probe. “There is a need 
for both,” he asserted. 

Cranston told reporters the I 
investigation contemplated by 
the caucus will cover the CIA 
FBI, Defense Intelligence 
Agency, the Army, Navy and 

Air. Force- intelligence agen- 
cies, the Air Force’s National 
Reconnaissance Office, the Na- 
tional Reconnaissance Office 



Asked about CIA surveil- 
lance of antiwar groups in 
1967, Helms said the activity 
was initiated after President 
Johnson expressed his concern 
directly. “It was something he 
expressed, to me,” Helm said. 

“I don’t know that there was 
any written directive.” 

Helms, now ambassador to 
Iran, said Johnson “expressed 
concern about ' the dissident 
organizations am? their for- 
eign connections and I was 
only interested in their for- 
eign connections.” 

Helms, after testifying un- 
der oath yesterday in private 
before the eight-member com- 
mission chaired by Vice Presi- 
dent Rockefeller, said he ex- 
pects to return to his diplo- 
matic post at the end of the 
week, -but the commission may 
recall him later for further 
^testimony. 

, Another former CIA direc- ' 
tor, John McCone, also ap- 
peared before the Rockefeller 
group yesterday; McCone also 
appeared before the Rockefel- Caucus directs the 
ler group yesterday. McCone, tigating committee 
who was director from 1961 to among other things 
1965, told reporters he had no of illegal CIA ope 
personal knowledge of any do- the United States 
mestic spying during his ten- terintelligehce oper; 
Pr ,? v or la ter. -i use of wiretapping, < 

You will note that of all mail and surreptiti 

the accusations that have been by intelligence agei 

made, none was in the time- the Huston Plan, a 
S? e ,that 1 waf ? director,” in the Nixon adminis 
n 1 a PPty a coordinate 

+w°t? e * el * er toId the press gence agency 
mat his commission will mppf against vnrfnne 
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prepares to leave after testimony on CIA. 

new inyes- to the facts, but the caucus re- 
to probe, buffed him— a rare defeat. 

^rations ^ In ^b e f j? al vote > *be seven 
FBI coun- ?- Pposlng the Pastore resolu- 

ations the !° n ~ wdich Mansfield 

Opening of f? n f y favo f ed > having intro- 
bus entry dPced a similar floor resolu- 



McCone 



glve f n TtrL ^ the DemoeVati^aucus 

said • he came after a spirited battle be- he , 1S officially design 
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The Vice President A who argued that his own com- ^though Stennis die 
attempts to draw^nv conch!* mitt ? e should continue its su- ao ope “ ly , he was clei 
sions from him 7hnnt * pervi sory jurisdiction over gry and hurt that the 
vate testimony so far ^utTe CL t- an f d undertak e a broad in- ,T anted someone else t 
did reject a Reporter’s qL^y ve f® atl0n - the new probe, 

about “extensive illegal snv-L ' Pastore » with strong backing 1 °PPose the resolut 
mg.” from Church, Stuart Syming- several reasons,” he t 

“I would not say that what ton / D ‘ Mo -), Alan Cranston- (D- P° rters - “The commits 
you have just said would be Calif ^ and several others, said b ? ? argeIy a duplicat: 
the impression left so far ” many senators had already be- ^ nat . the Armed S< 
Rockefeller replied. ’ come “polarized” in the CIA ^ omrn ^ tee has now. Th: 

Much of the commission’s * ssue » having too strong an ■ a ^. ad those who hav< 
questioning, was handled by identification with: either criti- dealm g wi tb it are polar 
its- director. -David' Belin. He clsm or defense of the agency ,, t thlnk such charg. 
has been joined by another “I don’t want the extremes we “ foui ? ded -” 
new staff member, New York of both sides to participate ’’ ^ , sa l d , re velations i 
attorney Sol Neil Corbin, who Pastore said. “Let’s leave Pas =« 6SS ha * ™ paired ” the 
wdl serve as counsel, and tore, Stennis, • Proxmire and ^ ° f , CI . A “ to son 

Rockefeller is still recruiting Abourezk” off, he argued Wil- Sr -tf ai ? d . said bis own 

other mvestig a tors. AH of the Ham Proxmire (D-Wisl and" Wl11 aIso con tin: 

mem b ers except James Abourezk (D- SD j have obligations,” but backed 
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Church, Eagleton, Hart and Mondale meet before closed-door session of the Senate Democratic Caucus. 



